
 
Crate Training 

 
CRATING PHILOSOPHY 
 
Crate training uses a dog's natural instincts as a den animal. A wild 
dog's den is his home, a place to sleep, hide from danger, and raise a 
family. The crate becomes your dog's den, an ideal spot to snooze or 
take refuge during a thunderstorm. The primary use for a crate is 
housetraining. Dogs don't like to soil their dens. The crate can limit 
access to the rest of the house while he learns other rules, like not to 
chew on furniture. Crates are a safe way to transport your dog in the 
car. 
 
CRATING CAUTION 
 
A crate isn't a magical solution. If not used correctly, a dog can feel 
trapped and frustrated. Never use the crate as a punishment. Your 
dog will come to fear it and refuse to enter it. Don't leave your dog in 
the crate too long. A dog that’s crated day and night doesn't get 
enough exercise or human interaction and can become depressed or 
anxious. You may have to change your schedule, hire a pet sitter, or 
take your dog to a doggie daycare facility to reduce the amount of 
time he must spend in his crate every day. Puppies under six months 
of age shouldn't stay in a crate for more than three or four hours at a 
time. They can't control their bladders and bowels for that long. The 
same goes for adult dogs that are being housetrained. physically, 
they can hold it, but they don’t know they’re supposed to. Crate your 
dog only until you can trust him not to destroy the house. After that, it 
should be a place he goes voluntarily. 
 
 



SELECTING A CRATE 
 
Several types of crates are available: 
Plastic (often called “Flight Kennels” 
Fabric on a collapsible, rigid frame 
Collapsible, metal pens 
 
 
Crates come in different sizes and can be purchased at most pet 
supply stores or pet supply catalogs. 
 
Your dog's crate should be just large enough for him to stand up and 
turn around in. If your dog is still growing, choose a crate size that will 
accommodate his adult size. TIP: Block off the excess crate space so 
your dog can't eliminate at one end and retreat to the other. Your 
local animal shelter may rent out crates. By renting, you can trade up 
to the appropriate size for your puppy until he’s reached his adult 
size, when you can invest in a permanent crate. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you’re having trouble crate training your canine and would like more 
information contact us today! We’re here to help! 

NewBreedCanine@gmail.com 
240.572.8721 


